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At spproximately 10207, 22 January 1952, Radar Site F-2 made an original contact:
with an unususl target in the area gfl#u (Point "Jig"), The scope presented the
target olearly but..:ltl:' slant of 15 = instead of cular to radil, the ner-
-lunnu_-gnr pres tion. The speed was estimated at 1350 to 1500 knots.

- ey

A F=94 (pilet,"Lt C.E. Oarrett; radar operator,’ .. Ramay) vag-.
airborne red to !ﬁ:nn. P-2 1ost the target prior o E;? airoraft's arrival
in the visini 8o the alroraft was given a patrol missién along the Alaskan Range, .
At approximately 10522, P-2 again contacted this target and held it for t one (1

elmte, Due to fact that the target was outbound in relation to F-2"armM to the
ig. at & high rate of speed, no attempt was made to vector the aire

© At approximately(1200Z,/ while the ;ﬁrﬂ‘h was en route to Ladd Air Force Base,
the radar operator received indication of a target in the Nenana area. Finding the '
target ahead and low (approximately 24,000 fest altitude), the pilot made an intercept
pass from 2,000 yards to 200 yards with a good target on the radar scopes. The over—
takdng speed was better than 100 knots, =~ = e :
. _At 200 yards the pilot pulled up and over the apparent target location. Alrcraft
speed the run was l{pmﬂﬂw 250 knots indicated, After golng over the target,
two (2) 360° turns were made and a search of the area conducted for several minutes
without making further radar contact or visual sighting. i .

- __During this time P2 was able to track the F-94 byt had no other target visible,
The P-9. landed at 12252, The weather in the Fairbanks area during this period -
10202 to 12302, 22 January 1952 - was: ceiling uvnlimited; visibility 15 miles or.
mere, The pllet reported that the Aurora Borealis was brilliant but not excaptlonally
50, z '

A pildt and a ground ebserver reported what appearsd to be a comet or meteer to |/
the southwest of Ladd Air Force Base, approximately four () hours earlier, this date. |
On 23 January 1952, from 1020Z to 1140Z, the same P-94 (pilot, Lt R.R. Diment;
radar opsrator, Lt C.A. Hayward) was dispatched on a mission to ses if a target simi-

lar to that of 22 January eculd be found, At spproximately 1050Z a redar contact was
made at 20,000 yards. The aireraft at this time was between Olsar and Nenana at '
18,000 feet in a shallow elimb. An intercept run was begun and followsd through to
2700 yards, at which time the target dissppesred. The overtaking speed WEs more thas
100 knots, the aireraft indicating 230 knots. - % s

" After radar contact was lost, further search was made in this srea. Contact was
not made sither by radar or visual observation, The weather was plear, with visibility|
unlimited; the piloet reported that the Aurora Borealis was very active and in his opin-)
ion, umisual. 5 : ;

|
At approximately 103(W, | 23 January 1952, a team checked the airoraft, utilized in
these flights, for radiatien, but with negative resultsa. Due to the time lapee, between
the flight on 22 January and the time at which this check was made, it is possible that
the negative report is not of value, . :

Dr. C.T. Elvey, Director of the Gecphysical Institute, University of Alaska,
stated, in effect, that in his opinion it is unlikely that a meteor would produce an
indication on a rader set that is nmot gpecifically designed or modified for that b
purpose. ey : *  pDOWNGRADED AT 38 YEAR INTERVALS: L~
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|l 3. That the astivity of the mhmmnm'un_m& these radar

Muw Offioeri i -
v m following hypotheses &re advanchd éoaserning the aforesenticned redar

R 1 mtmmm;m-nn r—1_u'mmnnihu from Mt. MeKinley.
hriﬂ__l_mnhm_m_w targets, . A

| ‘Commartti Dus to thi frequassies and the pulse Fepetitiod frequeneies bZ the

mmmxm(ﬂﬂmunm:am.mmwm-n'

" 4n the alrpraft) it 4s thought Mt improbable that thi
U e TR R e e fit gy, dnges e St

2, . That lonised gases dus to meteor hotivity might tlu.iiu';ﬁdmd these H.hr
Ba y ko L WY R i} B I

Comment: It 1s thought that the dnce of & meteor southwest of Ladd Alr
* | Fered Base st approxias 20002, 21 January 1952, might -have soms
bearing o the subjest. IV s not considered likely, in ﬂgu‘
Dr. Elvey's statement, that the meteor itself eused this target
~retura, There is the podeibility that the loniised gases, which may
have been presant with thé meteor's passage; might have broken
© small clouds (irregular msmses of ionised gas) and have been float-

¥

the mercy of alr curreats, may have drifted into the ares of
Ladd Alr Force « Parther, the possibility axiste that an lon-
ised oloud may give a radar return. The of an alroraft
such eclouds, such as when the righter-broke (off the
ﬁ:wmbn‘nﬁu,; tend te disburb the surrounding air
in sush a manner a4 to disperse the lonised oloud. This would tead
to. i the all 's dnability %0’ re-establish radar contast
 with target after an “pass. The failure of F-2 to son-
tast & target on 23 Jaouary 1952 Ls met explainable,

“~Oommenty Due te the known sffect of the Auirora oo radio in this |
theater, it is thought that some far also might be en-
parienced. muh-nmnhjwmmmuupmn-
ties of this Command to-determine, . TP AL
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